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RCW 74.15.010
Declaration of purpose.

The purpose of chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW 74.13.031

is:

(1) To safeguard the health, safety, and well-being of

children, expectant mothers and developmentally

disabled persons receiving care away from their own

homes, which is paramount over the right of any

person to provide care;

(2) To strengthen and encourage family unity and to

sustain parental rights and responsibilities to the end

that foster care is provided only when a child’s family,

through the use of all available resources, is unable

to provide necessary care;

(3) To promote the development of a sufficient number

and variety of adequate child-care and maternity-

care facilities, both public and private, through the

cooperative efforts of public and voluntary agencies

and related groups;

(4) To provide consultation to agencies caring for

children, expectant mothers or developmentally

disabled persons in order to help them to improve

their methods of and facilities for care;

(5) To license agencies as defined in RCW 74.15.020

and to assure the users of such agencies, their

parents, the community at large and the agencies

themselves that adequate minimum standards are

maintained by all agencies caring for children,

expectant mothers and developmentally disabled

persons.

[1995 c 302 § 2; 1983 c 3 § 192; 1977 ex.s. c 80 § 70;

1967 c 172 § 1.]

NOTES:

Intent – 1995 c 302: “The legislature declares that the

state of Washington has a compelling interest in protect-

ing and promoting the health, welfare, and safety of

children, including those who receive care away from

their own homes. The legislature further declares that no

person or agency has a right to be licensed under this

chapter to provide care for children. The health, safety,

and well-being of children must be the paramount

concern in determining whether to issue a license to an

applicant, whether to suspend or revoke a license, and

whether to take other licensing action. The legislature

intends, through the provisions of this act, to provide the

department of social and health services with additional

enforcement authority to carry out the purpose and

provisions of this act. Furthermore, administrative law

judges should receive specialized training so that they

have the specialized expertise required to appropriately

review licensing decisions of the department.

Children placed in foster care are particularly vulnerable

and have a special need for placement in an environment

that is stable, safe, and nurturing. For this reason, foster

homes should be held to a high standard of care, and

department decisions regarding denial, suspension, or

revocation of foster care licenses should be upheld on

review if there are reasonable grounds for such action.”

[1995 c 302 § 1.]

Purpose - Intent - Severability – 1977 ex.s. c 80: See

notes following RCW 4.16.190.

Severability – 1967 c 172: “If any provision of this 1967

amendatory act, or its application to any person or

circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act, or

the application of the provision to other persons or

circumstances is not affected.” [1967 c 172 § 24.]

RCW 74.15.020
Definitions.

For the purpose of chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW

74.13.031, and unless otherwise clearly indicated by the

context thereof, the following terms shall mean:

(1) “Agency” means any person, firm, partnership,

association, corporation, or facility which receives

children, expectant mothers, or persons with

developmental disabilities for control, care, or

maintenance outside their own homes, or which

places, arranges the placement of, or assists in the

placement of children, expectant mothers, or persons

with developmental disabilities for foster care or

placement of children for adoption, and shall include

the following irrespective of whether there is compen-

sation to the agency or to the children, expectant

mothers or persons with developmental disabilities

for services rendered:

(a) “Child day-care center” means an agency which

regularly provides care for a group of children for

periods of less than twenty-four hours;

(b) “Child-placing agency” means an agency which

places a child or children for temporary care,

continued care, or for adoption;

(c) “Community facility” means a group care facility

operated for the care of juveniles committed to

the department under RCW 13.40.185. A county

detention facility that houses juveniles committed

to the department under RCW 13.40.185 pursuant

to a contract with the department is not a

community facility;
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(d) “Crisis residential center” means an which is a

temporary protective residential facility operated

to perform the duties specified in chapter 13.32A

RCW, in the manner provided in RCW 74.13.032

through 74.13.036;

(e) “Emergency respite center” is an agency that

may be commonly known as a crisis nursery, that

provides emergency and crisis care for up to

seventy-two hours to children who have been

admitted by their parents or guardians to prevent

abuse or neglect. Emergency respite centers may

operate for up to twenty-four hours a day, and for

up to seven days a week. Emergency respite

centers may provide care for children ages birth

through seventeen, and for persons eighteen

through twenty with developmental disabilities

who are admitted with a sibling or siblings

through age seventeen. Emergency respite

centers may not substitute for crisis residential

centers or HOPE centers, or any other services

defined under this section, and may not substitute

for services which are required under chapter

13.32A or 13.34 RCW;

(f) “Family day-care provider” means a child day-

care provider who regularly provides child day

care for not more than twelve children in the

provider’s home in the family living quarters;

(g) “Foster-family home” means an agency which

regularly provides care on a twenty-four hour

basis to one or more children, expectant mothers,

or persons with developmental disabilities in the

family abode of the person or persons under

whose direct care and supervision the child,

expectant mother, or person with a developmental

disability is placed;

(h) “Group-care facility” means an agency, other than

a foster-family home, which is maintained and

operated for the care of a group of children on a

twenty-four hour basis;

(i) “HOPE center” means an agency licensed by the

secretary to provide temporary residential

placement and other services to street youth. A

street youth may remain in a HOPE center for

thirty days while services are arranged and

permanent placement is coordinated. No street

youth may stay longer than thirty days unless

approved by the department and any additional

days approved by the department must be based

on the unavailability of a long-term placement

option. A street youth whose parent wants him or

her returned to home may remain in a HOPE

center until his or her parent arranges return of

the youth, not longer. All other street youth must

have court approval under chapter 13.34 or

13.32A RCW to remain in a HOPE center up to

thirty days;

(j) “Maternity service” means an agency which

provides or arranges for care or services to

expectant mothers, before or during confinement,

or which provides care as needed to mothers and

their infants after confinement;

(k) “Responsible living skills program” means an

agency licensed by the secretary that provides

residential and transitional living services to

persons ages sixteen to eighteen who are

dependent under chapter 13.34 RCW and who

have been unable to live in his or her legally

authorized residence and, as a result, the minor

lived outdoors or in another unsafe location not

intended for occupancy by the minor. Dependent

minors ages fourteen and fifteen may be eligible if

no other placement alternative is available and

the department approves the placement;

(l) “Service provider” means the entity that operates

a community facility.

(2) “Agency” shall not include the following:

(a) Persons related to the child, expectant mother, or

person with developmental disability in the

following ways:

(i) Any blood relative, including those of half-

blood, and including first cousins, nephews or

nieces, and persons of preceding generations

as denoted by prefixes of grand, great, or

great-great;

(ii) Stepfather, stepmother, stepbrother, and

stepsister;

(iii) A person who legally adopts a child or the

child’s parent as well as the natural and other

legally adopted children of such persons, and

other relatives of the adoptive parents in

accordance with state law;

(iv) Spouses of any persons named in (i), (ii), or

(iii) of this subsection (2)(a), even after the

marriage is terminated; or

(v) Extended family members, as defined by the

law or custom of the Indian child’s tribe or, in

the absence of such law or custom, a person

who has reached the age of eighteen and who

is the Indian child’s grandparent, aunt or

uncle, brother or sister, brother-in-law or sister-

in-law, niece or nephew, first or second

cousin, or stepparent who provides care in the

family abode on a twenty-four-hour basis to an

Indian child as defined in 25 U.S.C. Sec.

1903(4);

(b) Persons who are legal guardians of the child,

expectant mother, or persons with developmental

disabilities;

(c) Persons who care for a neighbor’s or friend’s child

or children, with or without compensation, where:
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(i) The person providing care for periods of less

than twenty-four hours does not conduct such

activity on an ongoing, regularly scheduled basis

for the purpose of engaging in business, which

includes, but is not limited to, advertising such

care; or (ii) the parent and person providing care

on a twenty-four-hour basis have agreed to the

placement in writing and the state is not providing

any payment for the care;

(d) Parents on a mutually cooperative basis ex-

change care of one another’s children;

(e) A person, partnership, corporation, or other entity

that provides placement or similar services to

exchange students or international student

exchange visitors or persons who have the care

of an exchange student in their home;

(f) A person, partnership, corporation, or other entity

that provides placement or similar services to

international children who have entered the

country by obtaining visas that meet the criteria

for medical care as established by the United

States immigration and naturalization service, or

persons who have the care of such an interna-

tional child in their home;

(g) Nursery schools or kindergartens which are

engaged primarily in educational work with

preschool children and in which no child is

enrolled on a regular basis for more than four

hours per day;

(h) Schools, including boarding schools, which are

engaged primarily in education, operate on a

definite school year schedule, follow a stated

academic curriculum, accept only school-age

children and do not accept custody of children;

(i) Seasonal camps of three months’ or less duration

engaged primarily in recreational or educational

activities;

(j) Hospitals licensed pursuant to chapter 70.41

RCW when performing functions defined in

chapter 70.41 RCW, nursing homes licensed

under chapter 18.51 RCW and boarding homes

licensed under chapter 18.20 RCW;

(k) Licensed physicians or lawyers;

(l) Facilities providing care to children for periods of

less than twenty-four hours whose parents remain

on the premises to participate in activities other

than employment;

(m) Facilities approved and certified under chapter

71A.22 RCW;

(n) Any agency having been in operation in this state

ten years prior to June 8, 1967, and not seeking

or accepting moneys or assistance from any state

or federal agency, and is supported in part by an

endowment or trust fund;

(o) Persons who have a child in their home for

purposes of adoption, if the child was placed in

such home by a licensed child-placing agency,

an authorized public or tribal agency or court or if

a replacement report has been filed under

chapter 26.33 RCW and the placement has been

approved by the court;

(p) An agency operated by any unit of local, state, or

federal government or an agency, located within

the boundaries of a federally recognized Indian

reservation, licensed by the Indian tribe;

(q) A maximum or medium security program for

juvenile offenders operated by or under contract

with the department;

(r) An agency located on a federal military reserva-

tion, except where the military authorities request

that such agency be subject to the licensing

requirements of this chapter.

(3) “Department” means the state department of social

and health services.

(4) “Juvenile” means a person under the age of twenty-

one who has been sentenced to a term of confine-

ment under the supervision of the department under

RCW 13.40.185.

(5) “Probationary license” means a license issued as a

disciplinary measure to an agency that has previ-

ously been issued a full license but is out of compli-

ance with licensing standards.

(6) “Requirement” means any rule, regulation, or

standard of care to be maintained by an agency.

(7) “Secretary” means the secretary of social and health

services.

(8) “Street youth” means a person under the age of

eighteen who lives outdoors or in another unsafe

location not intended for occupancy by the minor and

who is not residing with his or her parent or at his or

her legally authorized residence.

(9) “Transitional living services” means at a minimum, to

the extent funds are available, the following:

(a) Educational services, including basic literacy and

computational skills training, either in local

alternative or public high schools or in a high

school equivalency program that leads to

obtaining a high school equivalency degree;

(b) Assistance and counseling related to obtaining

vocational training or higher education, job

readiness, job search assistance, and placement

programs;

(c) Counseling and instruction in life skills such as

money management, home management,

consumer skills, parenting, health care, access to

community resources, and transportation and

housing options;
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(d) Individual and group counseling; and

(e) Establishing networks with federal agencies and

state and local organizations such as the United

States department of labor, employment and

training administration programs including the job

training partnership act which administers private

industry councils and the job corps; vocational

rehabilitation; and volunteer programs.

[2001 c 230 § 1; 2001 c 144 § 1; 2001 c 137 § 3; 1999 c

267 § 11; 1998 c 269 § 3; 1997 c 245 § 7. Prior: 1995 c

311 § 18; 1995 c 302 § 3; 1994 c 273 § 21; 1991 c 128 §

14; 1988 c 176 § 912; 1987 c 170 § 12; 1982 c 118 § 5;

1979 c 155 § 83; 1977 ex.s. c 80 § 71; 1967 c 172 § 2.]

NOTES:

Reviser’s note: This section was amended by 2001 c 137

§ 3, 2001 c 144 § 1, and by 2001 c 230 § 1, each without

reference to the other. All amendments are incorporated

in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2).

For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Findings - Intent - Severability – 1999 c 267: See notes

following RCW 43.20A.790.

Alphabetization – 1998 c 269: See note following RCW

13.50.010.

Intent - Finding - Effective date – 1998 c 269: See notes

following RCW 72.05.020.

Intent – 1995 c 302: See note following RCW 74.15.010.

Severability - Effective date – 1991 c 128: See RCW

19.166.900 and 19.166.901.

Severability – 1988 c 176: See RCW 71A.10.900.

Severability – 1987 c 170: See note following RCW

13.04.030.

Effective date - Severability – 1979 c 155: See notes

following RCW 13.04.011.

Purpose - Intent - Severability – 1977 ex.s. c 80: See

notes following RCW 4.16.190.

RCW 74.15.030
Powers and duties of secretary.

The secretary shall have the power and it shall be the

secretary’s duty:

(1) In consultation with the children’s services advisory

committee, and with the advice and assistance of

persons representative of the various type agencies

to be licensed, to designate categories of facilities for

which separate or different requirements shall be

developed as may be appropriate whether because

of variations in the ages, sex and other characteris-

tics of persons served, variations in the purposes and

services offered or size or structure of the agencies

to be licensed hereunder, or because of any other

factor relevant thereto;

(2) In consultation with the children’s services advisory

committee, and with the advice and assistance of

persons representative of the various type agencies

to be licensed, to adopt and publish minimum

requirements for licensing applicable to each of the

various categories of agencies to be licensed.

The minimum requirements shall be limited to:

(a) The size and suitability of a facility and the plan of

operation for carrying out the purpose for which

an applicant seeks a license;

(b) The character, suitability and competence of an

agency and other persons associated with an

agency directly responsible for the care and

treatment of children, expectant mothers or

developmentally disabled persons. In consulta-

tion with law enforcement personnel, the secre-

tary shall investigate the conviction record or

pending charges and dependency record

information under chapter 43.43 RCW of each

agency and its staff seeking licensure or

relicensure. No unfounded allegation of child

abuse or neglect as defined in RCW 26.44.020

may be disclosed to a child-placing agency,

private adoption agency, or any other provider

licensed under this chapter. In order to determine

the suitability of applicants for an agency license,

licensees, their employees, and other persons

who have unsupervised access to children in

care, and who have not resided in the state of

Washington during the three-year period before

being authorized to care for children shall be

fingerprinted. The fingerprints shall be forwarded

to the Washington state patrol and federal bureau

of investigation for a criminal history records

check. The fingerprint criminal history records

checks will be at the expense of the licensee

except that in the case of a foster family home, if

this expense would work a hardship on the

licensee, the department shall pay the expense.

The licensee may not pass this cost on to the

employee or prospective employee, unless the

employee is determined to be unsuitable due to

his or her criminal history record. The secretary

shall use the information solely for the purpose of

determining eligibility for a license and for

determining the character, suitability, and

competence of those persons or agencies,

excluding parents, not required to be licensed

who are authorized to care for children, expectant

mothers, and developmentally disabled persons.

Criminal justice agencies shall provide the

secretary such information as they may have and

that the secretary may require for such purpose;

(c) The number of qualified persons required to

render the type of care and treatment for which an

agency seeks a license;
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(d) The safety, cleanliness, and general adequacy of

the premises to provide for the comfort, care and

well-being of children, expectant mothers or

developmentally disabled persons;

(e) The provision of necessary care, including food,

clothing, supervision and discipline; physical,

mental and social well-being; and educational,

recreational and spiritual opportunities for those

served;

(f) The financial ability of an agency to comply with

minimum requirements established pursuant to

chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW 74.13.031; and

(g) The maintenance of records pertaining to the

admission, progress, health and discharge of

persons served;

(3) To investigate any person, including relatives by

blood or marriage except for parents, for character,

suitability, and competence in the care and treatment

of children, expectant mothers, and developmentally

disabled persons prior to authorizing that person to

care for children, expectant mothers, and develop-

mentally disabled persons. However, if a child is

placed with a relative under RCW 13.34.065 or

13.34.130, and if such relative appears otherwise

suitable and competent to provide care and treat-

ment the criminal history background check required

by this section need not be completed before

placement, but shall be completed as soon as

possible after placement;

(4) On reports of alleged child abuse and neglect, to

investigate agencies in accordance with chapter

26.44 RCW, including child day-care centers and

family day-care homes, to determine whether the

alleged abuse or neglect has occurred, and whether

child protective services or referral to a law enforce-

ment agency is appropriate;

(5) To issue, revoke, or deny licenses to agencies

pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW 74.13.031.

Licenses shall specify the category of care which an

agency is authorized to render and the ages, sex and

number of persons to be served;

(6) To prescribe the procedures and the form and

contents of reports necessary for the administration

of chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW 74.13.031 and to

require regular reports from each licensee;

(7) To inspect agencies periodically to determine

whether or not there is compliance with chapter 74.15

RCW and RCW 74.13.031 and the requirements

adopted hereunder;

(8) To review requirements adopted hereunder at least

every two years and to adopt appropriate changes

after consultation with the child care coordinating

committee and other affected groups for child day-

care requirements and with the children’s services

advisory committee for requirements for other

agencies; and

(9) To consult with public and private agencies in order

to help them improve their methods and facilities for

the care of children, expectant mothers and develop-

mentally disabled persons.

[2000 c 162 § 20; 2000 c 122 § 40; 1997 c 386 § 33; 1995

c 302 § 4; 1988 c 189 § 3. Prior: 1987 c 524 § 13; 1987 c

486 § 14; 1984 c 188 § 5; 1982 c 118 § 6; 1980 c 125 § 1;

1979 c 141 § 355; 1977 ex.s. c 80 § 72; 1967 c 172 § 3.]

NOTES:

Reviser’s note: This section was amended by 2000 c 122

§ 40 and by 2000 c 162 § 20, each without reference to

the other. Both amendments are incorporated in the

publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For

rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Application - Effective date – 1997 c 386: See notes

following RCW 74.14D.010.

Intent – 1995 c 302: See note following RCW 74.15.010.

Purpose - Intent - Severability – 1977 ex.s. c 80: See

notes following RCW 4.16.190.

RCW 74.15.040
Licenses for foster-family homes required – Inspec-

tions.

An agency seeking to accept and serve children,

developmentally disabled persons, or expectant mothers

as a foster-family home shall make application for license

in such form and substance as required by the depart-

ment. The department shall maintain a list of applicants

through which placement may be undertaken. However,

agencies and the department shall not place a child,

developmentally disabled person, or expectant mother in

a home until the home is licensed. Foster-family homes

shall be inspected prior to licensure, except that inspec-

tion by the department is not required if the foster-family

home is under the supervision of a licensed agency upon

certification to the department by the licensed agency

that such homes meet the requirements for foster homes

as adopted pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW

74.13.031.

[1982 c 118 § 7; 1979 c 141 § 356; 1967 c 172 § 4.]

RCW 74.15.050
Fire protection – Powers and duties of chief of the

Washington state patrol.

The chief of the Washington state patrol, through the

director of fire protection, shall have the power and it shall

be his or her duty:

(1) In consultation with the children’s services advisory

committee and with the advice and assistance of

persons representative of the various type agencies

to be licensed, to adopt recognized minimum
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standard requirements pertaining to each category of

agency established pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW

and RCW 74.13.031, except foster-family homes and

child-placing agencies, necessary to protect all

persons residing therein from fire hazards;

(2) To make or cause to be made such inspections and

investigations of agencies, other than foster-family

homes or child-placing agencies, as he or she

deems necessary;

(3) To make a periodic review of requirements under

RCW 74.15.030(7) and to adopt necessary changes

after consultation as required in subsection (1) of this

section;

(4) To issue to applicants for licenses hereunder, other

than foster-family homes or child-placing agencies,

who comply with the requirements, a certificate of

compliance, a copy of which shall be presented to

the department of social and health services before a

license shall be issued, except that a *provisional

license may be issued as provided in RCW

74.15.120.

[1995 c 369 § 62; 1986 c 266 § 123; 1982 c 118 § 8; 1979

c 141 § 357; 1967 c 172 § 5.]

NOTES:

*Reviser’s note: “Provisional license” redesignated “initial

license” by 1995 c 311 § 22.

Effective date – 1995 c 369: See note following RCW

43.43.930.

Severability – 1986 c 266: See note following RCW

38.52.005.

RCW 74.15.060
Health protection – Powers and duties of secretary of

health.

The secretary of health shall have the power and it shall

be his or her duty:

In consultation with the children’s services advisory

committee and with the advice and assistance of persons

representative of the various type agencies to be

licensed, to develop minimum requirements pertaining to

each category of agency established pursuant to chapter

74.15 RCW and RCW 74.13.031, necessary to promote

the health of all persons residing therein.

The secretary of health or the city, county, or district

health department designated by the secretary shall have

the power and the duty:

(1) To make or cause to be made such inspections and

investigations of agencies as may be deemed

necessary; and

(2) To issue to applicants for licenses hereunder who

comply with the requirements adopted hereunder, a

certificate of compliance, a copy of which shall be

presented to the department of social and health

services before a license shall be issued, except that

a *provisional license may be issued as provided in

RCW 74.15.120.

[1991 c 3 § 376; 1989 1st ex.s. c 9 § 265; 1987 c 524 §

14; 1982 c 118 § 9; 1970 ex.s. c 18 § 14; 1967 c 172 § 6.]

NOTES:

*Reviser’s note: “Provisional license” redesignated "initial

license" by 1995 c 311 § 22.

Effective date - Severability – 1989 1st ex.s. c 9: See RCW

43.70.910 and 43.70.920.

Effective date - Severability – 1970 ex.s. c 18: See notes

following RCW 43.20A.010.

RCW 74.15.063
Notice of pesticide use. (Effective July 1, 2002.)

Licensed day care centers shall provide notice of

pesticide use to parents or guardians of students and

employees pursuant to chapter 17.21 RCW.

[2001 c 333 § 5.]

NOTES:

Effective date – 2001 c 333: See note following RCW

17.21.020.

RCW 74.15.070
Articles of incorporation and amendments – Copies to

be furnished to department.

A copy of the articles of incorporation of any agency or

amendments to the articles of existing corporation

agencies shall be sent by the secretary of state to the

department of social and health services at the time such

articles or amendments are filed.

[1979 c 141 § 358; 1967 c 172 § 7.]

RCW 74.15.080
Access to agencies, records.

All agencies subject to chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW

74.13.031 shall accord the department of social and

health services, the secretary of health, the chief of the

Washington state patrol, and the director of fire protec-

tion, or their designees, the right of entrance and the

privilege of access to and inspection of records for the

purpose of determining whether or not there is compli-

ance with the provisions of chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW

74.13.031 and the requirements adopted thereunder.

[1995 c 369 § 63; 1989 1st ex.s. c 9 § 266; 1986 c 266 §

124; 1979 c 141 § 359; 1967 c 172 § 8.]

NOTES:

Effective date – 1995 c 369: See note following RCW

43.43.930.

Effective date - Severability – 1989 1st ex.s. c 9: See RCW

43.70.910 and 43.70.920.

page 6  •  74.15 RCW  •  2002 Care of Children, Expectant Mothers, Developmentally Disabled



Severability – 1986 c 266: See note following RCW

38.52.005.

RCW 74.15.090
Licenses required for agencies.

Except as provided in RCW 74.15.190, it shall hereafter

be unlawful for any agency to receive children, expectant

mothers or developmentally disabled persons for

supervision or care, or arrange for the placement of such

persons, unless such agency is licensed as provided in

chapter 74.15 RCW.

[1987 c 170 § 14; 1982 c 118 § 10; 1977 ex.s. c 80 § 73;

1967 c 172 § 9.]

NOTES:

Severability – 1987 c 170: See note following RCW

13.04.030.

Purpose - Intent - Severability – 1977 ex.s. c 80: See

notes following RCW 4.16.190.

RCW 74.15.100
License application, issuance, duration – Reclassifica-

tion.

Each agency shall make application for a license or

renewal of license to the department of social and health

services on forms prescribed by the department. A

licensed agency having foster-family homes under its

supervision may make application for a license on behalf

of any such foster-family home. Such a foster home

license shall cease to be valid when the home is no

longer under the supervision of that agency. Upon receipt

of such application, the department shall either grant or

deny a license within ninety days unless the application is

for licensure as a foster-family home, in which case RCW

74.15.040 shall govern. A license shall be granted if the

agency meets the minimum requirements set forth in

chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW 74.13.031 and the

departmental requirements consistent herewith, except

that an initial license may be issued as provided in RCW

74.15.120. Licenses provided for in chapter 74.15 RCW

and RCW 74.13.031 shall be issued for a period of three

years. The licensee, however, shall advise the secretary

of any material change in circumstances which might

constitute grounds for reclassification of license as to

category. The license issued under this chapter is not

transferable and applies only to the licensee and the

location stated in the application. For licensed foster-

family and family day-care homes having an acceptable

history of child care, the license may remain in effect for

two weeks after a move, except that for the foster-family

home this will apply only if the family remains intact.

[1995 c 302 § 8; 1982 c 118 § 11; 1979 c 141 § 360; 1967

c 172 § 10.]

NOTES:

Intent – 1995 c 302: See note following RCW 74.15.010.

RCW 74.15.110
Renewal of licenses.

If a licensee desires to apply for a renewal of its license, a

request for a renewal shall be filed ninety days prior to the

expiration date of the license except that a request for

renewal of a foster family home license shall be filed prior

to the expiration of the license. If the department has failed

to act at the time of the expiration date of the license, the

license shall continue in effect until such time as the

department shall act.

[1991 c 14 § 1; 1967 c 172 § 11.]

RCW 74.15.120
Initial licenses.

The secretary of social and health services may, at his or

her discretion, issue an initial license instead of a full

license, to an agency or facility for a period not to exceed

six months, renewable for a period not to exceed two years,

to allow such agency or facility reasonable time to become

eligible for full license. An initial license shall not be

granted to any foster-family home except as specified in

this section. An initial license may be granted to a foster-

family home only if the following three conditions are met:

(1) The license is limited so that the licensee is authorized

to provide care only to a specific child or specific children;

(2) the department has determined that the licensee has a

relationship with the child, and the child is comfortable with

the licensee, or that it would otherwise be in the child’s best

interest to remain or be placed in the licensee’s home; and

(3) the initial license is issued for a period not to exceed

ninety days.

[1995 c 311 § 22; 1979 c 141 § 361; 1967 c 172 § 12.]

RCW 74.15.125
Probationary licenses.

(1) The department may issue a probationary license to a

licensee who has had a license but is temporarily

unable to comply with a rule or has been the subject of

multiple complaints or concerns about noncompliance

if:

(a) The noncompliance does not present an immediate

threat to the health and well-being of the children

but would be likely to do so if allowed to continue;

and

(b) The licensee has a plan approved by the depart-

ment to correct the area of noncompliance within

the probationary period.

(2) A probationary license may be issued for up to six

months, and at the discretion of the department it may

be extended for an additional six months. The depart-

ment shall immediately terminate the probationary

license, if at any time the noncompliance for which the

probationary license was issued presents an immedi-

ate threat to the health or well-being of the children.
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(3) The department may, at any time, issue a probation-

ary license for due cause that states the conditions of

probation.

(4) An existing license is invalidated when a probationary

license is issued.

(5) At the expiration of the probationary license, the

department shall reinstate the original license for the

remainder of its term, issue a new license, or revoke

the original license.

(6) A right to an adjudicative proceeding shall not accrue

to the licensee whose license has been placed on

probationary status unless the licensee does not

agree with the placement on probationary status and

the department then suspends, revokes, or modifies

the license.

[1995 c 302 § 7.]

NOTES:

Intent – 1995 c 302: See note following RCW 74.15.010.

RCW 74.15.130
Licenses – Denial, suspension, revocation, modifica-

tion – Procedures – Adjudicative proceedings –

Penalties.

(1) An agency may be denied a license, or any license

issued pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW

74.13.031 may be suspended, revoked, modified, or

not renewed by the secretary upon proof (a) that the

agency has failed or refused to comply with the

provisions of chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW 74.13.031

or the requirements promulgated pursuant to the

provisions of chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW

74.13.031; or (b) that the conditions required for the

issuance of a license under chapter 74.15 RCW and

RCW 74.13.031 have ceased to exist with respect to

such licenses. RCW 43.20A.205 governs notice of a

license denial, revocation, suspension, or modifica-

tion and provides the right to an adjudicative

proceeding.

(2) In any adjudicative proceeding regarding the denial,

modification, suspension, or revocation of a foster

family home license, the department’s decision shall

be upheld if there is reasonable cause to believe that:

(a) The applicant or licensee lacks the character,

suitability, or competence to care for children

placed in out-of-home care, however, no un-

founded report of child abuse or neglect may be

used to deny employment or a license;

(b) The applicant or licensee has failed or refused to

comply with any provision of chapter 74.15 RCW,

RCW 74.13.031, or the requirements adopted

pursuant to such provisions; or

(c) The conditions required for issuance of a license

under chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW 74.13.031

have ceased to exist with respect to such

licenses.

(3) In any adjudicative proceeding regarding the denial,

modification, suspension, or revocation of any license

under this chapter, other than a foster family home

license, the department’s decision shall be upheld if

it is supported by a preponderance of the evidence.

(4) The department may assess civil monetary penalties

upon proof that an agency has failed or refused to

comply with the rules adopted under the provisions of

this chapter and RCW 74.13.031 or that an agency

subject to licensing under this chapter and RCW

74.13.031 is operating without a license except that

civil monetary penalties shall not be levied against a

licensed foster home. Monetary penalties levied

against unlicensed agencies that submit an applica-

tion for licensure within thirty days of notification and

subsequently become licensed will be forgiven.

These penalties may be assessed in addition to or in

lieu of other disciplinary actions. Civil monetary

penalties, if imposed, may be assessed and

collected, with interest, for each day an agency is or

was out of compliance. Civil monetary penalties shall

not exceed seventy-five dollars per violation for a

family day-care home and two hundred fifty dollars

per violation for group homes, child day-care centers,

and child-placing agencies. Each day upon which

the same or substantially similar action occurs is a

separate violation subject to the assessment of a

separate penalty. The department shall provide a

notification period before a monetary penalty is

effective and may forgive the penalty levied if the

agency comes into compliance during this period.

The department may suspend, revoke, or not renew a

license for failure to pay a civil monetary penalty it

has assessed pursuant to this chapter within ten days

after such assessment becomes final. Chapter

43.20A RCW governs notice of a civil monetary

penalty and provides the right of an adjudicative

proceeding. The preponderance of evidence

standard shall apply in adjudicative proceedings

related to assessment of civil monetary penalties.

[1998 c 314 § 6; 1995 c 302 § 5; 1989 c 175 § 149; 1982

c 118 § 12; 1979 c 141 § 362; 1967 c 172 § 13.]

NOTES:

Intent – 1995 c 302: See note following RCW 74.15.010.

Effective date – 1989 c 175: See note following RCW

34.05.010.

RCW 74.15.132
Adjudicative proceedings – Training for administrative

law judges.

(1) The office of administrative hearings shall not assign

nor allow an administrative law judge to preside over

an adjudicative hearing regarding denial, modifica-
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tion, suspension, or revocation of any license to

provide child care, including foster care, under this

chapter, unless such judge has received training

related to state and federal laws and department

policies and procedures regarding:

(a) Child abuse, neglect, and maltreatment;

(b) Child protective services investigations and

standards;

(c) Licensing activities and standards;

(d) Child development; and

(e) Parenting skills.

(2) The office of administrative hearings shall develop and

implement a training program that carries out the

requirements of this section. The office of administrative

hearings shall consult and coordinate with the depart-

ment in developing the training program. The department

may assist the office of administrative hearings in

developing and providing training to administrative law

judges.

[1995 c 302 § 6.]

NOTES:

Intent – 1995 c 302: See note following RCW 74.15.010.

RCW 74.15.134
License or certificate suspension – Noncompliance

with support order – Reissuance.

The secretary shall immediately suspend the license or

certificate of a person who has been certified pursuant to

RCW 74.20A.320 by the department of social and health

services as a person who is not in compliance with a

support order or a *residential or visitation order. If the

person has continued to meet all other requirements for

reinstatement during the suspension, reissuance of the

license or certificate shall be automatic upon the

secretary’s receipt of a release issued by the department

of social and health services stating that the licensee is in

compliance with the order.

[1997 c 58 § 858.]

NOTES:

*Reviser’s note: 1997 c 58 § 887 requiring a court to

order certification of noncompliance with residential

provisions of a court-ordered parenting plan was vetoed.

Provisions ordering the department of social and health

services to certify a responsible parent based on a court

order to certify for noncompliance with residential

provisions of a parenting plan were vetoed. See RCW

74.20A.320.

Short title -- Part headings, captions, table of contents not

law – Exemptions and waivers from federal law – Conflict

with federal requirements – Severability – 1997 c 58: See

RCW 74.08A.900 through 74.08A.904.

Effective dates - Intent – 1997 c 58: See notes following

RCW 74.20A.320.

RCW 74.15.140
Action against licensed or unlicensed agencies

authorized.

Notwithstanding the existence or pursuit of any other

remedy, the secretary may, in the manner provided by

law, upon the advice of the attorney general, who shall

represent the department in the proceeding, maintain an

action in the name of the state for injunction or such other

relief as he may deem advisable against any agency

subject to licensing under the provisions of chapter 74.15

RCW and RCW 74.13.031 or against any such agency not

having a license as heretofore provided in chapter 74.15

RCW and RCW 74.13.031.

[1979 c 141 § 363; 1967 c 172 § 14.]

RCW 74.15.150
Penalty for operating without license.

Any agency operating without a license shall be guilty of

a misdemeanor. This section shall not be enforceable

against an agency until sixty days after the effective date

of new rules, applicable to such agency, have been

adopted under chapter 74.15 RCW and RCW 74.13.031.

[1982 c 118 § 13; 1967 c 172 § 15.]

RCW 74.15.160
Continuation of existing licensing rules.

Existing rules for licensing adopted pursuant to *chapter

74.14 RCW, sections 74.14.010 through 74.14.150,

chapter 26, Laws of 1959, shall remain in force and effect

until new rules are adopted under chapter 74.15 RCW

and RCW 74.13.031, but not thereafter.

[1982 c 118 § 14; 1967 c 172 § 16.]

NOTES:

*Reviser’s note: Chapter 74.14 RCW was repealed by

1967 c 172 § 23.

RCW 74.15.170
Agencies, homes conducted by religious organiza-

tions – Application of chapter.

Nothing in this chapter or the rules and regulations

adopted pursuant thereto shall be construed as authoriz-

ing the supervision, regulation, or control of the remedial

care or treatment of residents of any agency, children’s

institution, child placing agency, maternity home, day or

hourly nursery, foster home or other related institution

conducted for or by members of a recognized religious

sect, denomination or organization which in accordance

with its creed, tenets, or principles depends for healing

upon prayer in the practice of religion, nor shall the

existence of any of the above conditions militate against

the licensing of such a home or institution.

[1967 c 172 § 21.]
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RCW 74.15.180
Designating home or facility as semi-secure facility.

The department, pursuant to rules, may enable any

licensed foster family home or group care facility to be

designated as a semi-secure facility, as defined by RCW

13.32A.030.

[1979 c 155 § 84.]

NOTES:

Effective date - Severability – 1979 c 155: See notes

following RCW 13.04.011.

RCW 74.15.190
Authority of Indian tribes to license agencies within

reservations – Placement of children.

The state of Washington recognizes the authority of Indian

tribes within the state to license agencies, located within

the boundaries of a federally recognized Indian reserva-

tion, to receive children for control, care, and mainte-

nance outside their own homes, or to place, receive,

arrange the placement of, or assist in the placement of

children for foster care or adoption. The department and

state licensed child-placing agencies may place children

in tribally licensed facilities if the requirements of RCW

74.15.030 (2)(b) and (3) and supporting rules are

satisfied before placing the children in such facilities by

the department or any state licensed child-placing

agency.

[1987 c 170 § 13.]

NOTES:

Severability – 1987 c 170: See note following RCW

13.04.030.

RCW 74.15.200
Child abuse and neglect prevention training to parents

and day care providers.

The department of social and health services shall have

primary responsibility for providing child abuse and

neglect prevention training to parents and licensed child

day care providers of preschool age children participat-

ing in day care programs meeting the requirements of

chapter 74.15 RCW. The department may limit training

under this section to trainers’ workshops and curriculum

development using existing resources.

[1987 c 489 § 5.]

NOTES:

Intent – 1987 c 489: See note following RCW

28A.300.150.

RCW 74.15.210
Community facility – Service provider must report

juvenile infractions or violations – Violations by

service provider – Secretary’s duties – Rules.

(1) Whenever the secretary contracts with a service

provider to operate a community facility, the contract

shall include a requirement that each service provider

must report to the department any known infraction or

violation of conditions committed by any juvenile

under its supervision. The report must be made

immediately upon learning of serious infractions or

violations and within twenty-four hours for other

infractions or violations.

(2) The secretary shall adopt rules to implement and

enforce the provisions of this section. The rules shall

contain a schedule of monetary penalties not to

exceed the total compensation set forth in the

contract, and include provisions that allow the

secretary to terminate all contracts with a service

provider that has violations of this section and the

rules adopted under this section.

(3) The secretary shall document in writing all violations

of this section and the rules adopted under this

section, penalties, actions by the department to

remove juveniles from a community facility, and

contract terminations. The department shall give

great weight to a service provider’s record of

violations, penalties, actions by the department to

remove juveniles from a community facility, and

contract terminations in determining to execute,

renew, or renegotiate a contract with a service

provider.

[1998 c 269 § 7.]

NOTES:

Intent - Finding - Effective date – 1998 c 269: See notes

following RCW 72.05.020.

RCW 74.15.220
HOPE centers – Establishment – Requirements.

The secretary shall establish HOPE centers that provide

no more than seventy-five beds across the state and may

establish HOPE centers by contract, within funds

appropriated by the legislature specifically for this

purpose. HOPE centers shall be operated in a manner to

reasonably assure that street youth placed there will not

run away. Street youth may leave a HOPE center during

the course of the day to attend school or other necessary

appointments, but the street youth must be accompanied

by an administrator or an administrator’s designee. The

street youth must provide the administration with specific

information regarding his or her destination and expected

time of return to the HOPE center. Any street youth who

runs away from a HOPE center shall not be readmitted

unless specifically authorized by the street youth’s

placement and liaison specialist, and the placement and

liaison specialist shall document with specific factual

findings an appropriate basis for readmitting any street
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youth to a HOPE center. HOPE centers are required to

have the following:

(1) A license issued by the secretary;

(2) A professional with a master’s degree in counseling,

social work, or related field and at least one year of

experience working with street youth or a bachelor of

arts degree in social work or a related field and five

years of experience working with street youth. This

professional staff person may be contractual or a

part-time employee, but must be available to work

with street youth in a HOPE center at a ratio of one to

every fifteen youth staying in a HOPE center. This

professional shall be known as a placement and

liaison specialist. Preference shall be given to those

professionals cross-credentialed in mental health and

chemical dependency. The placement and liaison

specialist shall:

(a) Conduct an assessment of the street youth that

includes a determination of the street youth’s legal

status regarding residential placement;

(b) Facilitate the street youth’s return to his or her

legally authorized residence at the earliest

possible date or initiate processes to arrange

legally authorized appropriate placement. Any

street youth who may meet the definition of

dependent child under RCW 13.34.030 must be

referred to the department. The department shall

determine whether a dependency petition should

be filed under chapter 13.34 RCW. A shelter care

hearing must be held within seventy-two hours to

authorize out-of-home placement for any youth

the department is appropriate for out-of-home

placement under chapter 13.34 RCW. All of the

provisions of chapter 13.32A RCW must be

followed for children in need of services or at-risk

youth;

(c) Interface with other relevant resources and

system representatives to secure long-term

residential placement and other needed services

for the street youth;

(d) Be assigned immediately to each youth and meet

with the youth within eight hours of the youth

receiving HOPE center services;

(e) Facilitate a physical examination of any street

youth who has not seen a physician within one

year prior to residence at a HOPE center and

facilitate evaluation by a county-designated

mental health professional, a chemical depen-

dency specialist, or both if appropriate; and

(f) Arrange an educational assessment to measure

the street youth’s competency level in reading,

writing, and basic mathematics, and that will

measure learning disabilities or special needs;

(3) Staff trained in development needs of street youth as

determined by the secretary, including an administra-

tor who is a professional with a master’s degree in

counseling, social work, or a related field and at least

one year of experience working with street youth, or a

bachelor of arts degree in social work or a related

field and five years of experience working with street

youth, who must work with the placement and liaison

specialist to provide appropriate services on site;

(4) A data collection system that measures outcomes for

the population served, and enables research and

evaluation that can be used for future program

development and service delivery. Data collection

systems must have confidentiality rules and protocols

developed by the secretary;

(5) Notification requirements that meet the notification

requirements of chapter 13.32A RCW. The youth’s

arrival date and time must be logged at intake by

HOPE center staff. The staff must immediately notify

law enforcement and dependency caseworkers if a

street youth runs away from a HOPE center. A child

may be transferred to a secure facility as defined in

RCW 13.32A.030 whenever the staff reasonably

believes that a street youth is likely to leave the HOPE

center and not return after full consideration of the

factors set forth in RCW 13.32A.130(2)(a) (i) and (ii).

The street youth’s temporary placement in the HOPE

center must be authorized by the court or the

secretary if the youth is a dependent of the state

under chapter 13.34 RCW or the department is

responsible for the youth under chapter 13.32A RCW,

or by the youth’s parent or legal custodian, until such

time as the parent can retrieve the youth who is

returning to home;

(6) HOPE centers must identify to the department any

street youth it serves who is not returning promptly to

home. The department then must contact the missing

children’s clearinghouse identified in chapter 13.60

RCW and either report the youth’s location or report

that the youth is the subject of a dependency action

and the parent should receive notice from the

department;

(7) Services that provide counseling and education to

the street youth; and

(8) The department shall only award contracts for the

operation of HOPE center beds and responsible

living skills programs in departmental regions: (a)

With operating secure crisis residential centers; or (b)

in which the secretary finds significant progress is

made toward opening a secure crisis residential

center.

[1999 c 267 § 12.]
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NOTES:

Phase in of beds – 1999 c 267 §§ 12 and 13: “Within

funds specifically appropriated by the legislature, HOPE

center beds referenced in section 12 of this act and

responsible living skills program beds referenced in

section 13 of this act shall be phased in at the rate of

twenty-five percent each year beginning January 1, 2000,

until the maximum is attained.” [1999 c 267 § 26.]

Effective date – 1999 c 267 §§ 12 and 13: “Sections 12

and 13 of this act take effect January 1, 2000.” [1999 c

267 § 27.]

Findings - Intent - Severability – 1999 c 267: See notes

following RCW 43.20A.790.

RCW 74.15.230
Responsible living skills programs – Established –

Requirements.

The secretary shall establish responsible living skills

programs that provide no more than seventy-five beds

across the state and may establish responsible living

skills programs by contract, within funds appropriated by

the legislature specifically for this purpose. Responsible

living skills programs shall have the following:

(1) A license issued by the secretary;

(2) A professional with a master’s degree in counseling,

social work, or related field and at least one year of

experience working with street youth available to

serve residents or a bachelor of arts degree in social

work or a related field and five years of experience

working with street youth. The professional shall

provide counseling services and interface with other

relevant resources and systems to prepare the minor

for adult living. Preference shall be given to those

professionals cross-credentialed in mental health and

chemical dependency;

(3) Staff trained in development needs of older adoles-

cents eligible to participate in responsible living skills

programs as determined by the secretary;

(4) Transitional living services and a therapeutic model of

service delivery that provides necessary program

supervision of residents and at the same time

includes a philosophy, program structure, and

treatment planning that emphasizes achievement of

competency in independent living skills. Independent

living skills include achieving basic educational

requirements such as a GED, enrollment in vocational

and technical training programs offered at the

community and vocational colleges, obtaining and

maintaining employment; accomplishing basic life

skills such as money management, nutrition,

preparing meals, and cleaning house. A baseline skill

level in ability to function productively and indepen-

dently shall be determined at entry. Performance

shall be measured and must demonstrate improve-

ment from involvement in the program. Each resident

shall have a plan for achieving independent living

skills by the time the resident leaves the placement.

The plan shall be written within the first thirty days of

placement and reviewed every ninety days. A

resident who fails to consistently adhere to the

elements of the plan shall be subject to reassessment

by the professional staff of the program and may be

placed outside the program; and

(5) A data collection system that measures outcomes for

the population served, and enables research and

evaluation that can be used for future program

development and service delivery. Data collection

systems must have confidentiality rules and protocols

developed by the secretary.

(6) The department shall not award contracts for the

operation of responsible living skills programs until

HOPE center beds are operational.

[1999 c 267 § 13.]

NOTES:

Phase in of beds - Effective date – 1999 c 267 §§ 12 and

13: See notes following RCW 74.15.220.

Findings - Intent - Severability – 1999 c 267: See notes

following RCW 43.20A.790.

RCW 74.13.031
Duties of department – Child welfare services –

Children’s services advisory committee.

The department shall have the duty to provide child

welfare services and shall:

(1) Develop, administer, supervise, and monitor a

coordinated and comprehensive plan that estab-

lishes, aids, and strengthens services for the

protection and care of runaway, dependent, or

neglected children.

(2) Within available resources, recruit an adequate

number of prospective adoptive and foster homes,

both regular and specialized, i.e. homes for children

of ethnic minority, including Indian homes for Indian

children, sibling groups, handicapped and emotion-

ally disturbed, teens, pregnant and parenting teens,

and annually report to the governor and the legisla-

ture concerning the department’s success in: (a)

Meeting the need for adoptive and foster home

placements; (b) reducing the foster parent turnover

rate; (c) completing home studies for legally free

children; and (d) implementing and operating the

passport program required by RCW 74.13.285. The

report shall include a section entitled “Foster Home

Turn-Over, Causes and Recommendations.”

(3) Investigate complaints of any recent act or failure to

act on the part of a parent or caretaker that results in

death, serious physical or emotional harm, or sexual

abuse or exploitation, or that presents an imminent
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risk of serious harm, and on the basis of the findings

of such investigation, offer child welfare services in

relation to the problem to such parents, legal

custodians, or persons serving in loco parentis, and/

or bring the situation to the attention of an appropri-

ate court, or another community agency: PROVIDED,

That an investigation is not required of nonaccidental

injuries which are clearly not the result of a lack of

care or supervision by the child’s parents, legal

custodians, or persons serving in loco parentis. If the

investigation reveals that a crime against a child may

have been committed, the department shall notify the

appropriate law enforcement agency.

(4) Offer, on a voluntary basis, family reconciliation

services to families who are in conflict.

(5) Monitor out-of-home placements, on a timely and

routine basis, to assure the safety, well-being, and

quality of care being provided is within the scope of

the intent of the legislature as defined in RCW

74.13.010 and 74.15.010, and annually submit a

report measuring the extent to which the department

achieved the specified goals to the governor and the

legislature.

(6) Have authority to accept custody of children from

parents and to accept custody of children from

juvenile courts, where authorized to do so under law,

to provide child welfare services including placement

for adoption, and to provide for the physical care of

such children and make payment of maintenance

costs if needed. Except where required by Public

Law 95-608 (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1915), no private

adoption agency which receives children for adoption

from the department shall discriminate on the basis of

race, creed, or color when considering applications

in their placement for adoption.

(7) Have authority to provide temporary shelter to

children who have run away from home and who are

admitted to crisis residential centers.

(8) Have authority to purchase care for children; and

shall follow in general the policy of using properly

approved private agency services for the actual care

and supervision of such children insofar as they are

available, paying for care of such children as are

accepted by the department as eligible for support at

reasonable rates established by the department.

(9) Establish a children’s services advisory committee

which shall assist the secretary in the development of

a partnership plan for utilizing resources of the public

and private sectors, and advise on all matters

pertaining to child welfare, licensing of child care

agencies, adoption, and services related thereto. At

least one member shall represent the adoption

community.

(10)Have authority to provide continued foster care or

group care for individuals from eighteen through

twenty years of age to enable them to complete their

high school or vocational school program.

(11)Have authority within funds appropriated for foster

care services to purchase care for Indian children

who are in the custody of a federally recognized

Indian tribe or tribally licensed child-placing agency

pursuant to parental consent, tribal court order, or

state juvenile court order; and the purchase of such

care shall be subject to the same eligibility standards

and rates of support applicable to other children for

whom the department purchases care.

Notwithstanding any other provision of RCW

13.32A.170 through 13.32A.200 and 74.13.032

through 74.13.036, or of this section all services to be

provided by the department of social and health

services under subsections (4), (6), and (7) of this

section, subject to the limitations of these subsec-

tions, may be provided by any program offering such

services funded pursuant to Titles II and III of the

federal juvenile justice and delinquency prevention

act of 1974.

(12)Within amounts appropriated for this specific

purpose, provide preventive services to families with

children that prevent or shorten the duration of an

out-of-home placement.

(13)Have authority to provide independent living services

to youths, including individuals eighteen through

twenty years of age, who are or have been in foster

care.

[2001 c 192 § 1; 1999 c 267 § 8; 1998 c 314 § 10. Prior:

1997 c 386 § 32; 1997 c 272 § 1; 1995 c 191 § 1; 1990 c

146

§ 9; prior: 1987 c 505 § 69; 1987 c 170 § 10; 1983 c 246

§ 4; 1982 c 118 § 3; 1981 c 298 § 16; 1979 ex.s. c 165 §

22; 1979 c 155 § 77; 1977 ex.s. c 291 § 22; 1975-’76 2nd

ex.s. c 71 § 4; 1973 1st ex.s. c 101 § 2; 1967 c 172 § 17.]

NOTES:

Findings - Intent - Severability – 1999 c 267: See notes

following RCW 43.20A.790.

Application - Effective date – 1997 c 386: See notes

following RCW 74.14D.010.

Effective date – 1997 c 272: “This act is necessary for the

immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or

safety, or support of the state government and its existing

public institutions, and takes effect July 1, 1997.” [1997 c

272 § 8.]

Effective date – 1987 c 170 §§ 10 and 11: “Sections 10

and 11 of this act shall take effect July 1, 1988.” [1987 c

170 § 16.]

Severability – 1987 c 170: See note following RCW

13.04.030.

Severability – 1981 c 298: See note following RCW

13.32A.040.
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Effective dates - Severability – 1977 ex.s. c 291: See

notes following RCW 13.04.005.

Severability – 1967 c 172: See note following RCW

74.15.010.

Declaration of purpose – 1967 c 172: See RCW

74.15.010.

Abuse of child: Chapter 26.44 RCW.Licensing of agen-

cies caring for or placing children, expectant

mothers, and developmentally disabled persons: Chapter

74.15 RCW.

RCW 74.13.250
Preservice training.

(1) Preservice training is recognized as a valuable tool to

reduce placement disruptions, the length of time

children are in care, and foster parent turnover rates.

Preservice training also assists potential foster

parents in making their final decisions about foster

parenting and assists social service agencies in

obtaining information about whether to approve

potential foster parents.

(2) Foster parent preservice training shall include

information about the potential impact of placement

on foster children; social service agency administra-

tive processes; the requirements, responsibilities,

expectations, and skills needed to be a foster parent;

attachment, separation, and loss issues faced by

birth parents, foster children, and foster parents;

child management and discipline; birth family

relationships; and helping children leave foster care.

Preservice training shall assist applicants in making

informed decisions about whether they want to be

foster parents. Preservice training shall be designed

to enable the agency to assess the ability, readiness,

and appropriateness of families to be foster parents.

As a decision tool, effective preservice training

provides potential foster parents with enough

information to make an appropriate decision, affords

potential foster parents an opportunity to discuss

their decision with others and consider its implica-

tions for their family, clarifies foster family expecta-

tions, presents a realistic picture of what foster

parenting involves, and allows potential foster

parents to consider and explore the different types of

children they might serve.

(3) Preservice training shall be completed prior to the

issuance of a foster care license, except that the

department may, on a case by case basis, issue a

written waiver that allows the foster parent to

complete the training after licensure, so long as the

training is completed within ninety days following

licensure.

[1990 c 284 § 2.]

NOTES:

Finding – 1990 c 284: “The legislature finds that the foster

care system plays an important role in preserving families

and giving consistent and nurturing care to children

placed in its care. The legislature further finds that foster

parents play an integral and important role in the system

and particularly in the child’s chances for the earliest

possible reunification with his or her family.” [1990 c 284

§ 1.]

Effective date – 1990 c 284: “This act shall take effect July

1, 1990, however the secretary may immediately take any

steps necessary to ensure implementation of section 17

of this act on July 1, 1990.” [1990 c 284 § 27.]

RCW 74.13.260
On-site monitoring program.

Regular on-site monitoring of foster homes to assure

quality care improves care provided to children in family

foster care. An on-site monitoring program shall be

established by the department to assure quality care and

regularly identify problem areas. Monitoring shall be done

by the department on a random sample basis of no less

than ten percent of the total licensed

family foster homes licensed by the department on July 1

of each year.

[1998 c 245 § 148; 1990 c 284 § 4.]

NOTES:

Finding - Effective date – 1990 c 284: See notes following

RCW 74.13.250.

RCW 74.13.310
Foster parent training.

Adequate foster parent training has been identified as

directly associated with increasing the length of time

foster parents are willing to provide foster care and

reducing the number of placement disruptions for

children. Placement disruptions can be harmful to

children by denying them consistent and nurturing

support. Foster parents have expressed the desire to

receive training in addition to the foster parent SCOPE

training currently offered. Foster parents who care for

more demanding children, such as children with severe

emotional, mental, or physical handicaps, would espe-

cially benefit from additional training. The department

shall develop additional training for foster parents that

focuses on skills to assist foster parents in caring for

emotionally, mentally, or physically handicapped children.

[1990 c 284 § 13.]

NOTES:

Finding - Effective date – 1990 c 284: See notes following

RCW 74.13.250.

page 14  •  74.15 RCW  •  2002 Care of Children, Expectant Mothers, Developmentally Disabled



RCW 43.20A.205
Denial, suspension, revocation, or modification of

license.

This section governs the denial of an application for a

license or the suspension, revocation, or modification of a

license by the department.

(1) The department shall give written notice of the denial

of an application for a license to the applicant or his

or her agent. The department shall give written notice

of revocation, suspension, or modification of a license

to the licensee or his or her agent. The notice shall

state the reasons for the action. The notice shall be

personally served in the manner of service of a

summons in a civil action or shall be given in another

manner that shows proof of receipt.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection and

in subsection (4) of this section, revocation, suspen-

sion, or modification is effective twenty-eight days

after the licensee or the agent receives the notice.

(a) The department may make the date the action is

effective later than twenty-eight days after receipt.

If the department does so, it shall state the

effective date in the written notice given the

licensee or agent.

(b) The department may make the date the action is

effective sooner than twenty-eight days after

receipt when necessary to protect the public
health, safety, or welfare. When the department

does so, it shall state the effective date and the

reasons supporting the effective date in the

written notice given to the licensee or agent.

(c) When the department has received certification

pursuant to chapter 74.20A RCW from the division

of child support that the licensee is a person who

is not in compliance with a support order or an

order from court stating that the licensee is in

noncompliance with a residential or visitation

order under *chapter 26.09 RCW, the department

shall provide that the suspension is effective

immediately upon receipt of the suspension

notice by the licensee.

(3) Except for licensees suspended for noncompliance

with a support order under chapter 74.20A RCW or a

residential or visitation order under *chapter 26.09

RCW, a license applicant or licensee who is ag-

grieved by a department denial, revocation, suspen-

sion, or modification has the right to an adjudicative

proceeding. The proceeding is governed by the

Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW.

The application must be in writing, state the basis for

contesting the adverse action, include a copy of the

adverse notice, be served on and received by the

department within twenty-eight days of the license

applicant’s or licensee’s receiving the adverse notice,

and be served in a manner that shows proof of

receipt.

(4) (a) If the department gives a licensee twenty-eight or

more days notice of revocation, suspension, or

modification and the licensee files an appeal before

its effective date, the department shall not implement

the adverse action until the final order has been

entered. The presiding or reviewing officer may

permit the department to implement part or all of the

adverse action while the proceedings are pending if

the appellant causes an unreasonable delay in the

proceeding, if the circumstances change so that

implementation is in the public interest, or for other

good cause.

(b) If the department gives a licensee less than

twenty-eight days notice of revocation, suspension,

or modification and the licensee timely files a

sufficient appeal, the department may implement the

adverse action on the effective date stated in the

notice. The presiding or reviewing officer may order

the department to stay implementation of part or all of

the adverse action while the proceedings are

pending if staying implementation is in the public

interest or for other good cause.

[1997 c 58 § 841; 1989 c 175 § 95.]

NOTES:

*Reviser’s note: 1997 c 58 § 887 requiring a court to

order certification of noncompliance

with residential provisions of a court-ordered parenting

plan was vetoed. Provisions ordering the department of

social and health services to certify a responsible parent

based on a court order to certify for noncompliance with

residential provisions of a parenting plan were vetoed.

See RCW 74.20A.320.

Short title - Part headings, captions, table of contents not

law - Exemptions and waivers from federal law - Conflict

with federal requirements - Severability – 1997 c 58: See

RCW 74.08A.900 through 74.08A.904.

Effective dates - Intent –1997 c 58: See notes following

RCW 74.20A.320.

Effective date – 1989 c 175: See note following RCW

34.05.010.

RCW 26.44.030

Reports – Duty and authority to make – Duty of

receiving agency – Duty to notify – Case planning and

consultation – Penalty for unauthorized exchange of

information – Filing dependency petitions – Interviews

of children – Records – Risk assessment process –

Reports to legislature.

(1) (a) When any practitioner, county coroner or medical

examiner, law enforcement officer, professional
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school personnel, registered or licensed nurse, social

service counselor, psychologist, pharmacist, licensed

or certified child care providers or their employees,

employee of the department, juvenile probation

officer, placement and liaison specialist, responsible

living skills program staff, HOPE center staff, or state

family and children’s ombudsman or any volunteer in

the ombudsman’s office has reasonable cause to

believe that a child has suffered abuse or neglect, he

or she shall report such incident, or cause a report to

be made, to the proper law enforcement agency or to

the department as provided in RCW 26.44.040.

(b) The reporting requirement also applies to

department of corrections personnel who, in the

course of their employment, observe offenders or the

children with whom the offenders are in contact. If, as

a result of observations or information received in the

course of his or her employment, any department of

corrections personnel has reasonable cause to

believe that a child has suffered abuse or neglect, he

or she shall report the incident, or cause a report to

be made, to the proper law enforcement agency or to

the department as provided in RCW 26.44.040.

(c) The reporting requirement shall also apply to any

adult who has reasonable cause to believe that a

child who resides with them, has suffered severe

abuse, and is able or capable of making a report. For

the purposes of this subsection, “severe abuse”

means any of the following: Any single act of abuse

that causes physical trauma of sufficient severity that,

if left untreated, could cause death; any single act of

sexual abuse that causes significant bleeding, deep

bruising, or significant external or internal swelling; or

more than one act of physical abuse, each of which

causes bleeding, deep bruising, significant external

or internal swelling, bone fracture, or unconscious-

ness.

(d) The report must be made at the first opportunity,

but in no case longer than forty-eight hours after

there is reasonable cause to believe that the child

has suffered abuse or neglect. The report must

include the identity of the accused if known.

(2) The reporting requirement of subsection (1) of this

section does not apply to the discovery of abuse or

neglect that occurred during childhood if it is

discovered after the child has become an adult.

However, if there is reasonable cause to believe other

children are or may be at risk of abuse or neglect by

the accused, the reporting requirement of subsection

(1) of this section does apply.

(3) Any other person who has reasonable cause to

believe that a child has suffered abuse or neglect

may report such incident to the proper law enforce-

ment agency or to the department of social and

health services as provided in RCW 26.44.040.

(4) The department, upon receiving a report of an

incident of alleged abuse or neglect pursuant to this

chapter, involving a child who has died or has had

physical injury or injuries inflicted upon him or her

other than by accidental means or who has been

subjected to alleged sexual abuse, shall report such

incident to the proper law enforcement agency. In

emergency cases, where the child’s welfare is

endangered, the department shall notify the proper

law enforcement agency within twenty-four hours

after a report is received by the department. In all

other cases, the department shall notify the law

enforcement agency within seventy-two hours after a

report is received by the department. If the depart-

ment makes an oral report, a written report must also

be made to the proper law enforcement agency

within five days thereafter.

(5) Any law enforcement agency receiving a report of an

incident of alleged abuse or neglect pursuant to this

chapter, involving a child who has died or has had

physical injury or injuries inflicted upon him or her

other than by accidental means, or who has been

subjected to alleged sexual abuse, shall report such

incident in writing as provided in RCW 26.44.040 to

the proper county prosecutor or city attorney for

appropriate action whenever the law enforcement

agency’s investigation reveals that a crime may have

been committed. The law enforcement agency shall

also notify the department of all reports received and

the law enforcement agency’s disposition of them. In

emergency cases, where the child’s welfare is

endangered, the law enforcement agency shall notify

the department within twenty-four hours. In all other

cases, the law enforcement agency shall notify the

department within seventy-two hours after a report is

received by the law enforcement agency.

(6) Any county prosecutor or city attorney receiving a

report under subsection (5) of this section shall notify

the victim, any persons the victim requests, and the

local office of the department, of the decision to

charge or decline to charge a crime, within five days

of making the decision.

(7) The department may conduct ongoing case planning

and consultation with those persons or agencies

required to report under this section, with consultants

designated by the department, and with designated

representatives of Washington Indian tribes if the

client information exchanged is pertinent to cases

currently receiving child protective services. Upon

request, the department shall conduct such planning

and consultation with those persons required to

report under this section if the department deter-

mines it is in the best interests of the child. Informa-

tion considered privileged by statute and not directly

related to reports required by this section must not be
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divulged without a valid written waiver of the

privilege.

(8) Any case referred to the department by a physician

licensed under chapter 18.57 or 18.71 RCW on the

basis of an expert medical opinion that child abuse,

neglect, or sexual assault has occurred and that the

child’s safety will be seriously endangered if returned

home, the department shall file a dependency

petition unless a second licensed physician of the

parents’ choice believes that such expert medical

opinion is incorrect. If the parents fail to designate a

second physician, the department may make the

selection. If a physician finds that a child has suffered

abuse or neglect but that such abuse or neglect does

not constitute imminent danger to the child’s health or

safety, and the department agrees with the

physician’s assessment, the child may be left in the

parents’ home while the department proceeds with

reasonable efforts to remedy parenting deficiencies.

(9) Persons or agencies exchanging information under

subsection (7) of this section shall not further

disseminate or release the information except as

authorized by state or federal statute. Violation of this

subsection is a misdemeanor.

(10)Upon receiving reports of alleged abuse or neglect,

the department or law enforcement agency may

interview children. The interviews may be conducted

on school premises, at day-care facilities, at the

child’s home, or at other suitable locations outside of

the presence of parents. Parental notification of the

interview must occur at the earliest possible point in

the investigation that will not jeopardize the safety or

protection of the child or the course of the investiga-

tion. Prior to commencing the interview the depart-

ment or law enforcement agency shall determine

whether the child wishes a third party to be present

for the interview and, if so, shall make reasonable

efforts to accommodate the child’s wishes. Unless the

child objects, the department or law enforcement

agency shall make reasonable efforts to include a

third party in any interview so long as the presence of

the third party will not jeopardize the course of the

investigation.

(11)Upon receiving a report of alleged child abuse and

neglect, the department or investigating law enforce-

ment agency shall have access to all relevant records

of the child in the possession of mandated reporters

and their employees.

(12)The department shall maintain investigation records

and conduct timely and periodic reviews of all cases

constituting abuse and neglect. The department shall

maintain a log of screened-out nonabusive cases.

(13)The department shall use a risk assessment process

when investigating alleged child abuse and neglect

referrals. The department shall present the risk

factors at all hearings in which the placement of a

dependent child is an issue. Substance abuse must

be a risk factor. The department shall, within funds

appropriated for this purpose, offer enhanced

community-based services to persons who are

determined not to require further state intervention.

The department shall provide annual reports to the

legislature on the effectiveness of the risk assess-

ment process.

(14) Upon receipt of a report of alleged abuse or neglect

the law enforcement agency may arrange to interview

the person making the report and any collateral

sources to determine if any malice is involved in the

reporting.

(15)The department shall make reasonable efforts to

learn the name, address, and telephone number of

each person making a report of abuse or neglect

under this section. The department shall provide

assurances of appropriate confidentiality of the

identification of persons reporting under this section.

If the department is unable to learn the information

required under this subsection, the department shall

only investigate cases in which: (a) The department

believes there is a serious threat of substantial harm

to the child; (b) the report indicates conduct involving

a criminal offense that has, or is about to occur, in

which the child is the victim; or (c) the department

has, after investigation, a report of abuse or neglect

that has been founded with regard to a member of

the household within three years of receipt of the

referral.

[1999 c 267 § 20; 1999 c 176 § 30; 1998 c 328 § 5; 1997

c 386 § 25; 1996 c 278 § 2; 1995 c 311 § 17. Prior: 1993

c 412 § 13; 1993 c 237 § 1; 1991 c 111 § 1; 1989 c 22 §

1; prior: 1988 c 142 § 2; 1988 c 39 § 1; prior: 1987 c 524

§ 10; 1987 c 512 § 23; 1987 c 206 § 3; 1986 c 145 § 1;

1985 c 259 § 2; 1984 c 97 § 3; 1982 c 129 § 7; 1981 c

164 § 2; 1977 ex.s. c 80 § 26; 1975 1st ex.s. c 217 § 3;

1971 ex.s. c 167 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 35 § 3; 1965 c 13 § 3.]

NOTES:

Reviser’s note: This section was amended by 1999 c 176

§ 30 and by 1999 c 267 § 20, each without reference to

the other. Both amendments are incorporated in the

publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For

rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Findings - Intent - Severability – 1999 c 267: See notes

following RCW 43.20A.790.
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